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With Chinese New Year on 1st
February, we have been learning
all about this celebration at
school. This year is the year of the
Tiger. Nursery and Reception children learnt about the race which included all the animals in the Chinese
zodiac. They carried out races at school,
pretending to be the different animals…
there were some fabulous negotiation skills used in
Reception, as everyone wanted to be the emperor!
We can never quite add in everything that the children in Nursery and Reception learn each week, as
the newsletter would be much longer! But
over the last few weeks, we’ve carried out
food tasting, made Chinese drums, explored noodles in sensory play (rice noodles
have been a great addition to the water
trays at school!), made Chinese dragons
and carried out a dragon dance.
Chinese restaurants appeared in Early Years and
Mrs Jones even visited. The hygiene standards
weren’t quite up to scratch and a big tidy up was
needed before she would return. It was a good job
no internet reviews were created as we might not
have had many more visitors!

Maths in Early Years
Shut the box was a game recommended by a
parent and has been a huge success, enabling
children to recognise numerals, subitise and
quickly recall number facts, all dependent on
their next steps in learning. We always set up
maths activities that we are able to change and
appropriately challenge the children with. The
staff know all of the children’s next steps and
we are able to focus on these at school. We
are proud of each and every one of them for
making great progress!

Dragons, dragons and more dragons!

We have seen dragons a plenty this
week in Early Years with dragons been
created individually and collaboratively.
The children were so proud of their
individual dragons, using fine motor and
creative skills to create them. Younger
children were supported and older children had this as a challenge activity,
creating pieces entirely independently.
We also created gargantuan dragons,
focusing on teamwork and collaboration. These dragons were used to carry
out our very own dragon dance. These
dances were simply magical and lots of
fun!

Reminders
We break up for the half term
break on Friday 18th February
and return to school on Monday
28th February. We hope you all
have a fantastic break and enjoy
some precious time with your families.

Temporary Staff Changes in Reception
For the short term, Miss Garland will be supporting in Mrs Parkes’
class in Reception. Mrs Parkes will continue to be in class on a Monday and Tuesday and Miss Garland on a Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. Mrs Parkes will still be available in school, but is helping support the other year groups and staff with their emotional well-being
on these days. Rest assured that the children will still be at the
heart of everything that we do. We can already see them attaching
to Miss Garland and feeling safe and secure with her.

We hope you all have a
lovely Valentine’s Day on
Monday and enjoy the
cards that come home.
Valentine’s Day gives us
all a little reminder to
spread a little love and
remember to tell precious
family and friends that
we love them.

