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This week, we have spent lots of time practising the skills that
we have acquired since starting Nursery and Reception. You
can see all of the different things that we focus on each week
at school, that help the children to learn. This week’s newsletter looks at the children’s speaking, listening, reading and writing skills and the children’s mathematical development. We hope
you find all of the information useful and it helps with supporting the children at home.
The importance of early listening and sound discrimination
In Nursery the children listened to different
musical instruments and talked about how they
sounded; different or the same. They needed to
listen carefully to hear the different noises.
This skill is key in order for children to be successful in phonics.

Fred the Frog
In Nursery, the children acquire the
skill of hearing sounds in words and
this benefits them tremendously, before they move into Reception and
learn the letter sounds in print form.
Our frog Fred is key in teaching the
Nursery and Reception children to hear
sounds in words.

Reception children
practising ‘Fred
Talk’ ie c-a-t is the
word cat, d-i-g is
the word dig. Great
teaching!

Maths, Maths and more Maths!
We have seen Maths absolutely everywhere in Early Years this week, with
children showing us their amazing
mathematical skills. In Nursery, we
have seen children practising reliable
counting and understanding the concept of numbers. In Reception, number
formation, adding and creating our own
number block characters. The breadth
of mathematical learning has been wonderful and we are proud of the progress that all the children are making.

Which number
blocks can you
spot?

The Message Centre
We don’t have a ‘writing table’ in Nursery and Reception...we
have a ‘Message Centre’ where children can write secret
messages, draw pictures and have a go at practicing their letter sounds, writing words or for some, sentences.
The key thing is to have fun, be engaged and have a go without fear of getting it wrong. We think you’ll agree that there
has been some wonderful mark making.

Reminders
A plea for any junk modeling boxes please.
The children this year absolutely love
making things and we are always running
low!
Suggested items:
Toilet roll tubes
Small boxes
Lids

This week, we had World
Prematurity Day and this
is a subject close to some
of our parent’s hearts.
We wanted to highlight
this to all of our parents
as an important event.

Christmas Nativity
We will be casting parts in Nursery and Reception next week and letters will be coming
home regarding costumes that the children
require. Please keep a look out for these.
Please speak to your child’s class teacher if
you have any difficulty sourcing a costume.
We’re always here to help. We have also had
a parent volunteer to help make any costumes, so please do ask if you need any help
at all.

