Early Years Newsletter
1st October 2021

Nursery
We are so proud of how the children have settled into
Nursery. The children who are new to nursery have been
getting used to the rules and routines importantly starting
to build relationships with the adults and other children. The children who
have come back to nursery after the summer have now settled in like they
have never been away. They have also really helped all of their new friends
to settle in too.
The focus for the first few weeks is making sure that the children are
comfortable and that they feel safe, secure and happy.
Without this children cannot learn and thrive. What is
more important than having happy children! We have had
so much fun and I hope the photos reflect this. We were
very excited to meet Alfie the dog, our school mascot.
The children gave him so many cuddles and we can’t wait
for him to visit again soon. Our first PE lesson was also a
highlight of the week. The children had so much fun
dancing with Token, we are so lucky to have this session every Wednesday
and I am so pleased that so many of you enjoyed seeing the videos.
I would just like to say thank you for all of your support over the last few
weeks, you have helped the children settle in so much. The stay and play
sessions were so effective in helping the children settle
in so thank you so much for coming. We value the role of
parents and carers so much in nursery and at Hearsall
and we can’t wait to involve you in Nursery even more
throughout the year. Thank you also for all of the family
photos, they look great on our family tree. You can still
send one on tapestry is you haven’t already done so.
Have a lovely Weekend!

Reception
Each week, we will focus our learning on a carefully selected
book: the book can sometimes last 2 weeks, dependent on the interests of the children. It is a great ‘hook’ for learning and also
helps the children to gain an understanding of key stories. Last
week, we looked at the book ‘Monkey Puzzle’ by
Julie Donaldson. This helped link to our Maths focus on categorising and sorting objects according
to different properties. We have a daily maths
session, taught by the teacher during ‘Carpet
Kingdom’ time. There are also lots of opportunities for children to practise their Maths skills independently, in the classroom environment. This is
sometimes where the best learning happens!
In phonics, we have continued to practise the Read Write Inc letter
sounds, introducing new ones and learning to hear all of the sounds in
words and read words. This takes lots and lots of practise and any help
at home is always appreciated. Through phonics. video made for parents shows how to say the sounds, it can be tricky at first, especially if
you didn’t learn to read:
Parent video: How to say the sounds - YouTube
We want to make learning as fun as possible, so our areas in the classroom have
lots of fun descriptions. See what you
think of some our area names;
‘Carpet Kingdom’ - our carpet session

One little girl drew her
class ‘Carpet Kingdom’ this
week!

‘The Imagination Station’ - our small
world area
‘The Message Centre’ - our writing area
‘Waterworld’ - our water play area

Thank you all for helping the children to settle into school, we are proud of each and
every one of them. Wishing you all a wonderful weekend and hoping for some sunshine!
Subitising in Mathematics
You may not have heard of this mathematical term, but some of
you will have seen it pop up on Tapestry observations last week. It
is a new element of our Reception curriculum. It basically means that a child can
see how many there are of something without counting, on a dice for
example. Board games help to develop this skill tremendously, and
are an easy way to support at home. When children develop this skill
whilst they are young, they go on to achieve well in Mathematics.

Reminders
Our next books in Nursery and Reception:
RAIN BEFORE RAINBOWS
and ELMER AND THE RAINBOW
Next week’s newsletter will
see lots of learning through
colour and emotions...

Voluntary contribution:
In order to fund ingredients for cooking and resources for exciting learning opportunities and parties throughout the year, we have set up a voluntary ‘Early Years
Fund’ of £5 per half term. The way to pay this is flexible; it can be given half
termly (£5 six times a year), termly (£10 three times a year), or yearly (£30 a
year). We greatly appreciate all contributions, and are looking forward to seeing
the funds put to use to allow for exciting activities throughout the year. If you are
able to help with this, then it would be greatly appreciated. Please give to your
child’s class teacher. Thank you

Please remember to check Tapestry for updates.
If you have had any problems activating your account, please speak to your child’s class teacher.
Water bottles should be in school every day.
A change of clothes should be in school too, for
accidents that can happen and when children have
too much fun in Waterworld (is there any such
thing as too much fun!

Thank you
Thank you for all of your kind donations
towards our Going Gold event and raising awareness of Childhood Cancer. The
children had a great day and learnt a
great deal too.

