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Nursery
ing?

What’s been happen-

We have started a new topic this week based on the story of
‘Sharing a Shell’ by Julia Donaldson. This is a lovely story
with a rhyming theme. The children were great at guessing
the rhyming words as we read through the story together.
We have been thinking about emotions and how each creatures was feeling throughout the story. The children realised that the characters were all happy when they were
sharing and being kind. We have used this idea in nursery
this week and the children have tried really hard to share
and be kind to each other. They have even noticed when the adults have
shared as well and we were all allowed a sticker if we were spotted sharing. The children are also trying really hard with their writing.
They are all encouraged to be independent and write their
names on their drawings and paintings and the enthusiasm and
results are wonderful. We have lots of mark making opportunities and the children have really enjoyed using whiteboard
markers, chalk, water and paint brushes,
pencils, pens and paint or even the interactive whiteboard or sand to practise their
names and pictures.

Reception
As the Dinosaur theme continues, we have continued to have lots of fabulous learning
experiences. As this is a popular theme with the children, we will be running with this
theme for 3 weeks, before we move onto a lovely Summer theme and some activities to
support the children transition to Year 1.
We really have been busy this week, learning to draw dinosaurs and label their different characteristics. We have
learnt some very grown up vocabulary such as carnivore, herbivore and omnivore and also an alternative definition of the
word ’plate’ which caused lots of giggles! We have lots of dinosaur experts in Reception this year and have learnt from
each other, which is fabulous!
We have explored dinosaur characteristics further by
reading non-fiction books to find out different information and then sorted the dinosaurs into different categories. Do they have sharp teeth? Do they have horns?
Do they have sharp teeth and horns? It really has been
great to hear the children’s ideas for sorting and how
much they are applying their understanding of dinosaurs.
I think the highlight this week has definitely been making fossils out
of salt dough. Many of the children had asked if they could make fossils at school, so this week, we did, with some wonderful creations
made. The children made the salt dough from scratch, made a dinosaur imprint into the dough and then popped them in the oven. We hope you enjoy looking at them and talking
about them at home.

Last week, we mentioned the ‘part part whole’ method introduced to
children at school and how important this is for subtraction and addition. I think this photograph shows how learning this method can be
used as children learn bigger numbers and harder concepts. We wouldn’t expect all of the children to be using these numbers, but wanted to
highlight how the model can help in further years.
Education City Update
With some feedback from parents that the timer on the Education City tasks is
worrying a few of the children, we have been able to take this off. The last think
we want is for children to feel rushed and worry, so there will no longer be a timer function. Please remember that the tasks are there to enjoy and practice at
home with no obligation to complete.

Reminders
Transition Day
Hearsall Transition Day will be on Friday 9th July for all of the current Hearsall
children, where they will have chance to meet their teachers for September.





The Nursery children moving to Hearsall Reception will spend some time
with their new teachers and bring home their very own Hearsall bear to
help with a smooth transition to the next year group



Any Nursery children not moving on to Hearsall Reception will remain in
Nursery for their usual sessions
The Reception children will spend the day in Year 1, carrying out some wonderful activities throughout the day

We have planned many fun activities for the
children on the day and want them to move on
as happy, confident children ready for their
next step in education. Hearsall Community
Academy is a wonderful place, where we
treasure each and every child and they are all a little piece
of treasure in our treasure chest.

Reception Beach Party
To celebrate the end of the Reception
year and give the children a wonderful
memory to treasure, we will be having a
Beach Party near the end of term.
Please keep an eye out on Tapestry for
more information.

Tapestry—Important Information
If your child is moving to Year 1 in September, we will be
providing you with a disk with your child’s Tapestry Learning
Journey at the end of the year.
If your child is moving to Reception in September, we will set
you up with a new Tapestry account to be set up ready for
September.

