Early Years Newsletter
Date: 04.12.2020

Nursery News
What’s been happening?
The week we are beginning to think about Christmas. The children
have lots of ideas about what we should be doing for Christmas
and they know so much about Santa already that it is very exciting
talking to them. For our literacy practise we have been writing
letters to Santa. The children have decided what they might like,
drawing lovely pictures and practising writing their names on the
letters. You will be so proud of their efforts. We are continuing
our number practise by counting carefully and trying to recognise
numerals 0 to 5. We are practising singing lovely Christmas songs
together and we have been making glittery stars and pasta Christmas trees. The children have even been practising their scissors
skills and very carefully cutting out spiral Christmas trees, snowmen and Santas. Our Nursery has turned into a hive of Christmassy
activity. Now that we have written our letters we need to post
them. Nursery has it’s very own post box and the children have
loved posting their letters. We have also had a very exciting new
addition to our Nursery. A shop has been built and the children are
having a great time taking turns to serve each other. We haven’t
quite managed the social distancing yet but we are working on it!

Home Challenge: In the Night Sky
Go outside when it is dark, or look out of your window and talk about
what you can see. Can you count the stars? Can you see the moon?
Ask your child to take a photograph and describe what they can see.
Ask your child to think about these questions and explore together:
1. Why is it dark outside? 2. What is the moon made of? 3. Why can’t we see
the stars in the day?
This challenge is designed to encourage your child to be curious, imagine and reason. We would love to hear about their unique thoughts and ideas.

Reception News
Date: 04.12.20

Home Challenge
With our Reception classroom being
decorated this week, please have a
go at making a Christmas decoration
to bring into
school and hang on
the Reception
tree. Be as creative as you like.

Phonics
All children have been assessed
this week and you should have received the information on Tapestry. These
assessments inform our
phonics
groups for
January.

This week, we have been getting into the spirit of
Christmas and decorating inside and outside. Here
are some lovely pictures of the children getting into
the Christmas mood. One very special little girl
needed a little help to put the star right at the top
of the tree.
We have been learning about advent and the time
period that leads up to Christmas. Each class has an
advent calendar and is learning the ordinal numbers
that follow suit. This has also helped the children
to begin to understand about time and how long we
will wait for the big day itself. A child in each class
gets to open the relevant day on our class advent
calendars and receive a hidden surprise. What a
wonderful treat to have the hidden surprise for
the day.

In Mathematics, some children have been focussing on number recognition and careful counting,
others have been looking at different strategies
for addition. The children have had great fun practising these skills using our number target Christmas tree (courtesy of Miss Page’s Grandad!). This has been a great success
this week! We also have a Christmas tree phonics board too, where children can practise their sounds and independently make words using baubles. Lots of fun and learning has resulted in some very tired children this
week, so we wish you all a very relaxing weekend.

Reminders
Christmas Events to make a note of:
Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11th December
Monday 14th December is Christmas Dinner Day
Wednesday 16th December—the Early Years and
Key Stage 1 Christmas Sing and Sign will be made
available for parents to view. Santa Claus is also
visiting on this day.
Friday 18th December —The last day of term

Our school Parents’ Association ‘Friends of Hearsall’ are
having a Christmas Raffle—if you would like to buy raffle
tickets, please send money into school in a named envelope.
Tickets cost £1 each with some great prizes to be won.
Food donations are being accepted for the Coventry
Food Bank and to produce some Christmas Hampers.
Any packet or tinned food is appreciated and can be
sent into school.

