Early Years Newsletter
Date: 11.12.20

Nursery News
What’s been happening?
Christmas is fast approaching and Nursery is looking lovely and festive. We have been reading the
story of ‘Alfie’s Christmas’ by Shirley Hughes and
using his ideas to make sure we are ready for
Christmas. We have made lots of lovely things
that you will all see very soon. The children have been so busy
practising writing their names and reading stories to each other
and to adults. They are getting really good at using the pictures in
the story book and sometimes some of the writing to help them recall and retell the story. We have loved looking for numbers in our
pretend snow and using shapes to make decorations and cards. Our
dance class with Token this week was super festive as well as we
danced to Christmas songs. We have been rather busy preparing
for our Christmas song production too. The children have learned
the song so well and can now use some sign language for the song
also. We will be videoing our song as part of the
school Christmas songs production which will then be
put together with all the other year groups taking
part and sent out to you
all. We are sure that
you will love it. The
children are very excited
about performing.

Reminders for next week:
Monday - Nursery will be having Christmas lunch together.
Thursday 17th December - Christmas reading enrichment day. Wear
your pyjamas / comfies to school and enjoy lots of lovely stories and
reading activities together.
Wednesday / Friday - Christmas party games and fun so wear your
party clothes.

Reception News
Date: 11.12.20

Phonics

Home Challenge
The children have loved singing Christmas
songs at school this week. We would love to
see them continue this at home and sing a
song to be posted on Tapestry. Some popluar songs have included ’Jingle Bells’ and
’Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer’.

Children will split into Phonics groups in January,
depending on the next steps in their learning.
Some children will continue to learn the single
letter sounds and some will be introduced to new
sounds. Splitting into phonics groups ensures
that every single
child receives the
targeted learning
that they need.
Please ask if you
have any questions.

This week we have continued with the Christmas festivities and been busy practising our Christmas song, we hope
you enjoy the video posted on Wednesday. Children have
also been making calendars, Christmas cards and decorations to take home next Friday. We have all been trying
to make this week as fun as possible for the children
knowing that things may be slightly different for Christmas this year. Our naughty elf has also been up to lots fo
tricks and creating lots fo excitement each day!
In Phonics, we have been teaching the children to write
simple words and sentences, focussing on the correct formation of letter sounds and making sure that they include
all of the sounds in a word. We have all been super impressed with each and every child as they progress in
their individual journey of writing. We have also been
reading lots of Winter and Christmas themed stories to
children each day.

Our Mathematics focus has been number recognition and more and less
than a given number. Some children have
also been introduced to money. We have
seen leaps forward in the children’s understanding of numbers and how they apply this in their
everyday play.
With many tired children in need of a rest, we have also
been working hard to ensure that friendships are still being enhanced and children develop kindness and care for
each other. The friendships that have blossomed this half
term have been wonderful.
Wishing you all a very restful and wonderful weekend.
The Reception Team

Reminders
Christmas Events to make a note of:
Monday 14th December is Christmas Dinner
Day
Thursday 17th December— children can wear
their pjs to school and enjoy lots of stories
being shared on this day. We will be having
hot chocolate and watching a film.

Friday 18th December —The last day of
term.
Please keep an extra special look
out for our Early Years and Key
Stage 1 video to be posted on the
school website on Wednesday next
week. You will see a selection of
songs from children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 being
performed. We hope this helps you
all to get in the Christmas spirit.

We would usually have a visit from a theatre company this
week, but with current Government restrictions, we are not
able to do this. Instead, to try to boost the festive fun at
school, we have purchased an online version of
the Belgrade Panto. We will be watching this as a download
in our classrooms next week.

