Early Years Newsletter
Date: 27.11.20

Nursery News
What’s been happening?
This week we have been thinking about the importance of numbers. We talked about why we need numbers and why we need
to recognise numbers. The children loved learning some little
rhymes to help them remember what the numerals 0 to 5 look
like and are beginning to be able to describe what a number 0
or number 1 should look like. We explained that without numbers we would not be able to make telephone calls. The children thought that was particularly important and have been
trying all week to recognise some of the numerals on the
phones to make calls to each other or even to Santa! We
practised holding our pens using a tripod grip by ‘pinching’ our
pens to then write number on the number mats, we recognised
numbers and threaded the correct number of beads onto our
very long pipe cleaners, we made salt dough hedgehogs using
macaroni prickles and the children had to carefully count the
number of prickles that they wanted their hedgehog to
have. We also used some interactive games to help us recognise numbers on our large screen. The children are trying
so hard and are really beginning to recognise and understand the need
for numbers.
Well done everyone!!

Home Challenge: Number Fun
This week we would like you to encourage your child with counting through songs and
rhymes. There is a direct link between music and rhythm and numbers so encourage your
child to sing number songs with you. Some of our favourites in Nursery are ‘1,2,3,4,5 Once
I Caught a Fish Alive’, ‘Five Little Ducks Went Swimming One Day’ and ‘5 Little
Speckled Frogs’. See if you can learn a new one with your child that they can
share with us in Nursery.
Please entitle this weeks home learning challenge: Number Fun

Reception News
Date: 27.11.20

Home Challenge
As we are staying in a little more and not all shopping together as a family,
can your child write a
shopping list for you?
Write this at the level
they are able to do. If
they can write initial
sounds, please do this. If
they can write words,
please do this. Practising
writing for real life purposes is important for
children.

Phonics
This week in phonics, we have
focussed on children imbedding
the sounds that they have already been taught. We will be moving onto RWInc
Set 2 sounds soon, but the children need to be using
and applying all of the Set 1 sounds first before we
do. Independent learning and applying is key in Reception.

We have been in absolute awe of the children this
week as they have become enthralled with the
story of Hansel and Gretel. The children have become absorbed in their learning of this book. This
week, children have worked in groups to write a
story map about the book. They have learnt that
it is a traditional tale and used different language
associated with this genre of book. In Maths, children have been practising counting sweets onto gingerbread men and
also carried out gingerbread man addition. Using creativity has been at the forefront
of the children’s learning this week, creating giant lollipops
for our home corner (which has been transformed into the
gingerbread house from the story) and designing and making
miniature houses, decorating with real
sweets...very tempting!
In Reception, we want all of the children to have lots of fun and high engagement levels in their learning. This
photograph captures the incredible amount of fun we have. This
was an open-ended outdoor activity where children were required to find the Numicon templates in shaving foam. It enabled some children to reinforce their number recognition, some
to focus on ordering numbers, some to add numbers together
and some to subtract. The adults know all of the children’s next
steps and ensure that the learning met their needs.
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.
The Reception Team

Reminders
Parents’ Evening
It was lovely to speak to so many parents this week. A telephone conversation is never quite the same as a face to
face meeting, but we enjoyed celebrating the children’s
achievements none the less. If you have not spoken to your
child’s class teacher and would like to, please contact them
directly.

A special thank you to all those
parents who share experiences
from home, on Tapestry. The children are so proud to show their
teachers and their friends. We as
teachers also enjoy seeing all that
the children have been doing at
home.

Next week we will be starting to look at Christmas activities as we begin the advent countdown towards this celebration. The classrooms will be decorated, the elves hiding
in the rooms and awe and wonder created. If you have any
Christmas decorations that you no longer need, we will be
happy to accept them at school.

