Early Years Newsletter
Date: 13.11.2020

Nursery News

What’s been happening?
We had great fun learning about bonfires
and firework safety last week and we ended
the week having our very own bonfire and
sparkler celebration. Mr Lancashire made
the bonfire and all the children enjoyed talking about their
own experiences of bonfires. We all had fun with a sparkler
too. All children were very careful and listened brilliantly.
We have carried on our theme of celebrations
this week by thinking about Diwali together.
We have been learning about how important
light is to this festival and firework displays as
well. This festival is so colourful and full of
patterns and shapes that we used this in our
learning. The children have been following patterns, grouping colours and recognising shapes in the environment. We
made a beautiful Rangoli pattern out of jewels and the children were making decisions and sharing resources to finish
the pattern. We also made pretend chapattis with our
playdough and created mehndi hands with lots of colour and
beautiful patterns.
On Wednesday we thought about Remembrance Day, using the
lovely video which can be found on cbeebies. We talked about
why people wear poppies and made our own sparkly poppies,
thinking about how to use PVA glue and glitter carefully.
On Friday we will be thinking about
Children in Need. There is a fun
dance which we will have a go at together from Strictly Come Dancing.
This really will be a challenge but
good fun we hope.

Reception News
Date: 13.11.20

Home Challenge

Phonics

Next week is National Road Safety Week, so if you
get chance, please talk about the importance of
this. We
will be
doing
the
same at
school.

This week in phonics, we have learnt th, ch, qu, ng and
nk. These are taught as ‘special friends’ sounds and
the children should recognise them as these. This
helps them to read the one sound, instead of two individual letter
sounds. ‘Th’ is particularly difficult
to say for some
children and often
mispronounced as
‘f’ so any practise
saying the sound
is beneficial.

The link below provides more information; https://

www.roadsafetyweek.org.uk/

This week we have been learning about Remembrance Day, we watched an age appropriate video
to discuss the topic and we were very impressed
with the children’s thoughtful responses. One little boy said “How does it make you feel Mrs
Parkes, that all the soldiers died?”. What a
wonderful emotional understanding. If you want
to watch a video at home ‘Poppies’ on Ceebeebies
is a beautiful animation through the eyes of a
rabbit. The children have been creating paper
plate poppies, painting poppies and creating poppies in the creative area using a range of resources. They have
been writing in poppy books too.
This week we have also started handwriting and fine
motor sessions, some of the children have been writing in special books and
some of the children have been air writing letters and using cheerios to
create the letters. We hope the children have been talking about this at
home.
In Mathematics, we have focussed on the concept of a tens frame. A tens
frame helps children to visualise numbers, which enables them to become
better mathematicians and problem solvers as they
grow up. This helps support addition, subtraction,
number bonds and a plethora of other mathematical
skills. Why not create a tens frame in your back
garden, you could use masking tape (we did this at
school) or use some natural resources in the garden
or home?
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.
The Reception Team

Reminders
Parents’ Evening
You should have all received information about our telephone
parent consultations. Please
make sure that you book an appointment so that you can have
a consultation with your child's
teacher.

Please don’t forget to share any activities from home via Tapestry. The children thoroughly enjoy seeing their face
up on the big screen, in the classroom.
This also helps to build links between
home and school and this is incredibly
important. Anything can be posted from
home learning, to family walks to a photograph of a proud moment at home.

Thank you for the family photos, we have started a display
in the corridor and the children have been excited to see
their photos. They all enjoy seeing their photograph up on
the wall and talking about their families. You are still welcome to send in a family photo if you haven't already.

