Early Years Newsletter
Date: 02.10.20

Nursery News
This week:
We have had so much fun in Nursery this week
starting to look at signs of Autumn. Mrs Robinson
brought in an enormous pumpkin which we all
enjoyed exploring. We learned the great life skill
of how to safely hammer pegs into the pumpkin
without hurting ourselves. We also had a beautiful
exploration table covered in autumnal objects. The
children loved touching and talking about what they
could see. Our story this week has been about
some hedgehogs. It is called Hedgehugs Hide and
Squeak by Lucy Tapper. The children loved talking
about hedgehogs and were able to explore their
own story ideas and playing hide and seek with the
little animals in our small world area. We have also
been exploring and talking about colours and
textures when playing in the lentil and beans tray.
The children have loved the feel of the seeds as
they trickle through their fingers and also enjoyed
collecting lots together in some of the containers.
Next week we will continue to explore Autumn and
maybe you can also look out for the signs of Autumn
when you are out and about with your children. See
how many different coloured leaves you can spot.

Reception News
Date: 02.10.20

Home Challenge

Phonics

Please go on a ‘Sound Hunt’. This can be anywhere;
near where you live, listening to the traffic and
birds or in the park where you can listen to different animals or specific sounds such as a hammering
sound, a whooshing sound or a crunching sound. You
could also ask your child to spot things that start
with a given sound, b for bird,
c for car, w for water etc.
These skills heavily support
children’s reading development.

This week we have learnt the sounds g, o, c and
k. There are videos posted on Tapestry each
week to model the correct pronunciation and
formation of the letter sounds, so please refer
to these. As we learn more and more sounds, we
will also be
learning to read
words by
‘blending’ the
sounds together.

As another week has gone by, we continue to be amazed at our Reception children and
how they have adapted to school life. They continue to make friends and learn new
things each and every day at school. We have also celebrated a few 5th birthdays at
school!
As we begin to get used to the change in weather and Autumn season, our classroom has
seen a few changes. A huge spider web has appeared (the spiders
are coming inside as the weather is getting colder!). The children
had to practise their fine motor control (which supports their
handwriting) by getting the spider eggs out of the web, without
disturbing the spiders. They used tweezers
for extra precision and to make sure that web
wasn’t disturbed. The children did very well,
with only a few spiders waking up!
We have also added some conkers into our environment (thank you to parents who sent
them into school). They have been added into
our mud kitchen and we have been closely observing them in the classroom (with magnifying glasses). We even had a few still in their
outer shell, so had to crack them open to find the conker inside.
We also started developing our junk modelling skills
this week, focusing on ’attaching’. Every few weeks, we will introduce the
children to a new concept and teach them the skill. With the children
learning how to attach things, we have seen some wonderful new creations; a fishing rod, jewellery, robots and musical instruments! Next
week, we will be looking at the skill of ‘planning and designing’, so watch
this space for some fabulous plans and model making...
Please look out for reading books, which will be coming home next week.
They will need to be in school every Monday, but more guidance will come
home with your child’s book.
The Reception Team

Reminders
Family Photographs
Could all children please bring a family
photograph into school with them. We
will be talking with the children about
their families and a photograph helps to
support this. We would also like to display them at school.

Naming Uniform
We have had a few items of uniform go missing recently. We try
our very hardest to keep everything safe and naming everything
helps. Lots of school uniform still
does not have children’s names in.

Coats
As the weather gets cooler,
please ensure that your child has
their coat.

Snacks
If you want to send a snack into school, please ensure that
it is fruit or vegetables only. There is no obligation to do
this as we have school fruit provided, however we know
that some children like to bring their own. Also, a reminder
that we are a nut free school, so no nut products should be
sent.
Voluntary contribution:
Many thanks to those parents who have donated to our voluntary contribution.

