Autumn Term Year 4 Curriculum Letter
Friday 15th September 2017
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back and welcome to Year 4! This letter is to keep you informed about the work children will be
doing in our busy Autumn term!

English
This term we will be reading ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ focusing on writing
character and setting descriptions. Children will be taught to include embedded clauses,
fronted adverbials and direct speech in their written pieces. The children will be taught
features of newspapers and explanation texts so that they may create written pieces
linked to their theme, ‘Tomb Raiders’. They will study a folk story, ‘The Firebird’, a
Russian tale, and will use the skills taught to rewrite the myth from a different perspective.
Finally, they will study poetry, using ‘The Listeners’ by Walter de la Mare as our stimulus. We shall continue
to encourage the children’s enthusiasm and independence.

Maths
The scheme of work we will be using this year is taken from Maths – No Problem! This scheme of
work is split into separate units and allows the children to become fully immersed in the unit of
study. During the Autumn term we will be covering: number and place value with numbers up to
10,000, addition and subtraction calculations up to 10,000 and multiplication and division
calculations, Emphasis is on comprehension and problem solving, not procedures. Mental Maths
activities will also focus on instant recall of taught facts, including number bonds and times table recall.
Year 4 children are expected to know all of their times tables, up to 12x12 by the end of the school year.

Tomb Raiders
Our theme this term is ‘Tomb Raiders’. Lessons will explore where Egypt is, the climate there and will
develop their understanding of historical events through constructing a timeline. They
will explore the history of Egypt through art, DT, music and maths. They will discover
who built the pyramids and why and who Tutankhamun was. We will also have the
opportunity to explore the Ancient Egyptians through our visit to Birmingham Museum
and Art Gallery, taking part in workshops and visiting the different Egyptian exhibitions.

PE
Dance and Gymnastics
On a Monday afternoon, the children will take part in dance lessons linked to our theme for the first half
term and gymnastics for the second half term. Children will need to have a white polo shirt with dark
shorts and suitable footwear. This can be kept on your child’s peg in a labelled drawstring bag. Please label
all of your child’s items of kit
Swimming
Every Thursday morning, the children will attend swimming sessions. They will be sorted into ability groups
and will practise skills at their level. Please ensure that your child brings their swimming kit in. Long hair
must be tied back and please do not allow your child to wear jewellery on this day, as it may get lost or be a
safety hazard.

Religious Education – RE
his year’s RE focus will be on Judaism and Christianity. In Autumn 1 we will look at the special
relationship Jews have with God, focussing on Abraham and stories from the bible. In Autumn 2
we will exploring the most significant parts of the Nativity story for Christians today.

Personal, Social and Health Education – PSHE
Being Me and My World & Celebrating Differences
We are using the Jigsaw scheme of work for our PSHE and the first topic focuses on the
individual child. It teaches the children the importance of making choices and gets them
thinking about their responsibilities, rights, rewards and consequences. Our second topic is
Celebrating diffierences which focuses on friendship and problem solving.

Science
In Science, the children will be studying two units of work. Firstly, we will be looking at
“Sound”. The children will learn how the ear hears sound, how sounds are made with
vibrations and we will investigate pitch, volume and sound without a medium.
In the second half term, our unit will be all about “Living Things”. The children will explore
habitats and how changes to habitats can pose dangers to animals and plants.

IT
In this unit pupils recap on coding from previous years. The pupils will learn to make things
happen in a sequence, creating simple animations and simulations. They will also learn to code
with 'if statements', which select different pieces of code to execute depending on what
happens to other objects.

Homework

(Set on a Friday and should be completed and handed in on the following Wednesday.)

The children will have one POWer Project to complete. This will consist of open-ended activities relating to
our theme, Tomb Raiders, for the children to choose. All children understand that the work should be
completed to the same standard as they would do in class.
The children will be given weekly spellings to practise.
Children are expected to read at least 3 times a week and record this in their reading diaries. These will
be monitored by the class teachers. We would encourage you to ask lots of questions about what they have
read and what they think will happen in the rest of the book. Higher order thinking skills would include
inference (why a character has acted a certain way), morals and underlying messages, as well as linking to
real life experiences or similar books of that genre
A short English and Maths task will be set weekly which will relate to the work studied that week.
Many thanks for your continued support,

Mrs Cooke and Mrs Gangani
Year 4 Staff

